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Sen. Sanborn fights for Macomb County  
representation on a Detroit water advisory board 

 
LANSING – Legislation that would require the city of Detroit to establish an advisory 
board to spur more accountability and transparency in its water system passed the Senate 
today, said Sen. Alan Sanborn, R-Richmond Township. 
 
The proposed advisory board would ensure that rates charged for water and sewer service 
are just and reasonable. The Detroit Water and Sewerage Department has long been 
plagued by higher-than-inflation-rate price increases and questionable contracting 
practices. The newly approved legislation also would require that advance notice of rate 
increases be provided to customers and would allow only one rate hike in a year. 
 
“This feels to me like taxation without representation,” Sanborn said. “For too long 
constituents in Macomb County have been questioning the Detroit Water and Sewerage 
Department about its rate setting process and for too long we have been getting 
insufficient answers. It was so bad the city of Warren had to sue just to get some 
answers.” 
 
Despite several requests by metro Detroit lawmakers dating back to 2003, the Detroit 
Water and Sewerage Department and the Southeast Michigan Consortium for Water 
Quality – a body formed by a federal judge with oversight of the department – have failed 
to provide a comprehensive audit of the water system’s rate setting process. 
 
The governor vetoed similar legislation three years ago arguing that there were less 
drastic alternatives to address what she referred to as “the problems that have been 
identified with the water system.” 
 
Senate Bill 372 now heads to the House of Representatives for consideration. 
 

### 
 

Note: Audio and video comments from Sen. Sanborn during the debate on the 
Senate floor are available on the senator’s Web site, 
www.senate.michigan.gov/gop/audiowire/sanborn. 


